THE INDIAN EXCISE                 7
Hon. Mr. Chitnavis declared that " there was never any real competition between England and India in cotton manufacture/' and that " the Indian appeal is against a tax which is clearly not wanted for revenue purposes, and which has weighted the Indian industry/' The Hon. Partab Singh " strongly supported Mr. Dadabhoy's motion." The Hon. Sir Vithaldas Thackersey declared that the excise duties were " not only unjust to the manufacturers, but also to the poor of the country " ; and he pointed out that this opinion had been expressed by every one, and not only by those interested in the industry. The Hon. Mr. Gokhale quoted Mr. Gladstone, who in 1879 declared that Free Trade principles were being applied to India " without a grain of mercy." The Hon. Mr. Mudholkar said that "all Englishmen owe it to themselves to repeal this anomalous and iniquitous impost." The Hon. Bhupendranath Basu pointed out that even the author of the tax had declared that his only excuse for imposing it was the " mandate " from